
Information about the Petition to the House of Representatives to ban 
the single-use plastic shopping bag in NZ 

This petition has been written by the students of Carisbrook School. They would like to deliver 
this to the steps of Parliament in March 2017 with as many signatures as possible showing 
strong support from the citizens of New Zealand. 

As a fellow Enviroschool the students of Carisbrook School would love your support in 
gathering signatures of people over the age of 18 years. All official petitions to parliament can 
only be signed by people over 18 years. This means that students need to go out into the public 
and ask adults for support in creating a sustainable future that will ultimately be theirs. In 
particular a ‘single-use plastic shopping bag’ free future! 

Gathering signatures 

Start at home. Explain to your parents what the issue is and what the alternatives are. As a 
school you may want to put together a page of information that students can take with the 
petition to explain the issue to those who have questions. Here is one you can use if you wish. 

Things to include in your one page of information: 

- Damage to wildlife, particularly marine life 
- Chemical make up of plastic bags – e.g. contains mineral oil, can leach chemicals into 

the environment 
- Photo-degrades – breaks into smaller bits from exposure to the sun, but doesn’t 

biodegrade 
- There are plenty of alternatives – reusable bags are best, they last for years, it will 

become a habit to take them with you. Paper is an environmentally safer alternative but 
will come at a cost 

Take some friends and an adult with you. Stand outside shops and supermarkets. Use a 
clipboard (piece of cardboard with bulldog clip) and attach your pen with string so you don’t lose 
it. Double side your petition to save paper. Take your info sheet along. If you’re not sure, ask 
whether someone is 18 years or older. Let people know they can only sign it once (in case 
they’ve been asked somewhere else). Hopefully Dunedin will be full of young people gathering 
signatures! Speak from the heart and don’t engage in arguments with people who feel put out 
by the idea of not having plastic bags freely available. Just explain that it’s fine if they don’t want 
to sign. That is their right. If you are asked to move on from outside a shop, do so with a smile. 
No need to apologise! You are within your rights to gather signatures for an official petition. 
Simply move in front of another shop. 

Being asked to move on means the word is getting out there! Horray. 

Finally 

When you have gathered as many signatures as you can return your petition sheets to school 
and send them onto Carisbrook School. As the petition creators they need to physically take the 
actual petitions to Parliament. Make sure your hard work in gathering signatures makes a 
difference by getting them back to Carisbrook School! 

 

Kā mihi nui mo to mahi! 


